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IVCltlllIIC 

Welcome to the fascinating world of Balloon Magic'! 
\Nith this introductory book, and a little practice, you 'U soon 

be able to create colorful, lively balloon figures with Qualatex 

260Qs to delight and entertain people of all ages---including yourseW 

The 260Q balloon has long been popular with balloon 

entertainers as well as clowns because it 

can be used to make a wide variety 

of figures. It's the first baUoon that 

comes to mind when you think of 

baUoon figure tying. 

Start with the best balloons: 
Qualntex. 

The Qualatex 260Q balloon 

is a versa We, high-quality 

balloon that measures about 

2 inches across and 60 inches 

long when inflated. 17le Balloon 

Magic 260Q Figures book is your 

step-by-step guide to the art of turning 

these balloons into gifts 

for children (and the 

young-at-heart) , 

party favors and 

decorations, accents 

for arrangements, 

and storytelling 

and teaching aids. 
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Tile stress you'll be plltting Oil the 
hallomlS as yOIl twist and lie requires 
mat y OIl use only the highest quality, 

most durable figure tying balloo1lS 
altailable- QuaIntex brand. 

To find Olll where yOIl can get. 
Quakttex hallomL~ in y our 

aretl, wlll·800·865·4603 ill 
the U.S. or 316·685·1166. ' . , , 
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This book is designed for beginners as \vell as 

experienced balloon artists. Those \...,ho are new to the art can easily 

follovv its directions. It's divided into sections, with each section 

building on the skills and techniques taught in the previous sections. 

So it's important to start at the beginning, working your way through 

the sections and building on leamed techniques. 

Practice, 
practice, practice. 

Now you're ready 

For the fun. Of 

course, you must 

practice, but that's 

palt ofthe Fun too. 

Before you know it, you' ll be creating 

aU of the Figures in this book-as well 

as many of your own. 
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WELCOME TO -
BALLOON MAGI -
In the first section, -we'll introduce you to -the basic techniqucs 
involved in making -

AUI most figures. You 'll -
learn how to make a -
Basic Animal, which -
can be turned into a -variety of figures. 
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Inflate 
ONE OF THE MOST liViPORTANT things to learn 
in creating balloon figures is how much to inflate 
the balloon. Because each twist forces air into the 
uninflatcd section) that section must be long enough 
to accommodate the displaced air. 

......... As a general nIle, leave about 
12 inch of the balloon uninAated fo r 
each twist in the figure. It's natural to 
overin fl ate the balloon, so start with 
less air than you think you' ll need. You 

can adjust for too little air in the balloon 
by reducing the size of some parts of 
the figure. If there's too much air in the 

balloon; however, it may pop before 
you complete the figure. To make the 
balloon ea~ier to tie, hold it about I inch 
from the lip end as you inflate it to 
prevent expansion of that portion 

of the balloon. 

1 



Tie 
MANY PEOPLE FIND IT DIFFICULT to tie a 
baUoon. Although any method that works for 
you is acceptable, this is the one I prefer. 

~ Hold the lip end of the inflated 
balloon between the thumb and the 

side of the middle finger of your left 
hand with the lip of the balloon 
pointing up. 

~ Grasp the lip between your right 
thumb and index fmger. Stretch the 
balloon out and WTap it clockwise 
around the tips of your left index and 
middle fingers. 

~ With the fingers of your left 
hand spread, tuck the lip down and 

through the loop between your left 
index and middle fmgers. 

Grasp the lip again after it passes 

through the loop, and continue to hold 
it while slipping the left fingers from 
the loop. 
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Loc~ TWist 
YOU'LL FIND THE LOCK TWIST 
is common to most figures. 

.........::I Each series of bubbles must be 
held in place by a lock twist to keep it 
from untwisting. A lock twist is made 
by twisting together two bubbles at the 
base, or the two ends of one bubble. 

77P: Whell /Ilaking twists alld bubble 
jonnatiolls, slightly pillch the balloon wilh 
your left hand while twisting it with your 
riidzt hand. Always twist the bollam ill 
the same directioll while holding the 
kllot end sratiollary. 

Pull the bubbles apan wlum 
twisting to help reduce ficrian 

between the bubbles and lessen 
the clwu:e of popping them. 
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Basic Animal 
As YOU WORK your way through the 
sections, you'll sec how you can add details 
and change the proportions of the Basic 
Animal to create practically any animal. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches un inflated, and tie it. Hold 
the balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make three 1 ~inch bubbles for the 
head and ears. 

~ Lock twist the last two I-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
the ears. 

I. 
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lI il~ i t Allillial 

.........:I Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two 2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 2-inch bubbles together 

at the base for the fTOnt legs . 

.......cI Make a 3-inch bubble for the 

body followed by two 2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 2-inch bubhles together 
at the base for the back legs. Leave a 
small bubble of air at the base of the 
tau to hold the back legs in place . 

.........a Roll the tail between the back 
legs to prevent them from untwisting 
and complete the Basic Animal. 

LEFT-HANDED? 
Simply use the hand 

opposite the one 
that's called for. 
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Mouse 
Tl-us IS ONE MOUSE 
PEOPLE \'\~LL LIKE, 
Present it with lines like: 
Better hide the cheese. 
Now, don't scream. 
I think there's a Mouse ill the house. 

~ Inflate a 260Q to about 

5 inches, and tie it. Hold the inflated 
balloon in yOllr left hand with the 
uninflated end pointing right. Make 
a ! -inch bubble for the head followed 
by two I-inch bubbles. Lock twist the 

last two I-inch bubhles together at 
the base for the ears. 

~ Make a Y2-inch bubble fo r the 
neck followed by two I-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the nvo I-inch bubbles 
together at the base for the front legs. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
body followed by two I-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last two I-inch bubbles 

together at the base fo r the back legs. 
Leave a small bubble of air at the base 

of the tail to hold the back legs in place 

and complete the Mouse. 
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Giraffe 
HERE'S A FIGURE that's head and 
shoulders above the rest. 

......... [nflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches unintlated, and tie it . Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninHated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two Yz-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the Yz-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 

To make Y2 -itrch Bubbles: 
Apply pressure to the balloo" 

{rom the sides will! your left 
thumb mul index finger, mul 

twist the balloon witl! your 
right hand. 'fl,e pressure alul 

llvisting will mnke a smaIL bubble. 
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~ Make an 8-inch bubble fo r the 
neck followed by two 4-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 4-inch bubbles togeth er 

at the base to make the front legs. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body fo llowed by two 3-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last two 3-inch bubbles 

together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble of air at the 
base of the tail to hold the back legs in 
place and complete the Giraffe. 
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Flo yEars 
You CAN ADD UNIQUE DETAILS, 
such as Floppy Ears, to your figures. 

.........:I Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninAated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a 2-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two 2 -inch bubbles. Lock 
twist the last two 2-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the e(lrs, 

........a Tum the balloon so the ears 
point down. Slightly pull apart the 
ears, and wedge the head and neck 
between them so they all point down. 
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BassetHonnd 
JuST AIl0lJT EVERYBODY LOVES DOGS, 
and this droopy-eared breed is especially popular. 
Present it with lines like: 
Don't forget to feed that dog. 
You better take him for a walk. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninOated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing right. Make 
a 2 -inch bubble fo r the head 
followed by two 2-inch bubbles. Lock 
twist the last two 2 -inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 

~ Tum the balloon so the ears 
point down. Slightly pull apart th e ears, 
and wedge the head and neck between 

them so they all poin t down. 

16 
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........:J Make a 2-inch bubble for 
the neck followed by two 2-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the last two 2-inch 

bubbles together at the base to make 
the fron t legs . 

........:I Make a 3-inch bubble for 
the body followed by two 2-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the 2-incll bubbles 

together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble of air at the 

base of the tail to hold the back 
legs in place and complete the 
Basset Hound. 
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Dachshund 

THIs FRIENDLY DOG is commonly 
known as a "Hot Dog" because of its 
unique shape. 

~ Innate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninAated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated baUoon in your left band with 
the uninflated end pointing right. Make 
a 2-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two 2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last two 2 -inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 

~ Tum th e balloon so the ears 
point down. Slightly pull apart the 
ears, and wedge the head and neck 
between them so they all point down. 
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.........:I Make a 1 Y2-inch bubble for 
the neck followed by two I Y2-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the last two 
1 !/z-inch bubbles together at the 
base to make the fron t legs . 

........::I Make an 8-inch bubble for 
the body followed by two I Yz-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the I Y2-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
the back legs. Leave a small bubble 
of ai r at the base of the tail to hold 
the b:Kk legs in place and complete 
the D:lChshund. 

AdjustnumlS for too little 
or too much air can be 

made to bubble sizes ill 
the bodies mul tails 

of 11wst mumnl figures. 
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SECTION, you'll learn the 
;m.,ort."t Loop Twist and how to use 

.... ...l'c.umg with the other techniques 
you've already learned. 

21 



Loop lWist 
THE LOOP n\~ST IS USED to make 
simple ea rs and legs, petals of flowers, 
back legs of animals that stand erect, the 
feet of some birds} hand guards of the 
Sword, and wings and rudders of planes. 

~ Hold the inflated balloon in your 
left hand with the uninfbted end 
pointing right. Make a bubble at the end 
of the balloon. Sharply bend the balloon 
to make a loop, and twist the balloon at 
the opposite end of the loop so the two 

halves are equal in length. TIle size of 
the loop is measured from the twist at 

its base to its outer top edge. 

~ Lock twist the ends of the 
loop together. 

22 



Basic Loop Fi ure 
LIKE THE BASIC AN~"IAL FIGURE, you can add 
details and change the proportions of the Basic Loop 
figure to create a variety of animals. 

.........:J Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated baUoon in your left hand 
with the uninAated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble followed by 
a I-inch loop . 

........a Lock twist the ends of the loop 

together to make an ear . 

........a Make another I-inch loop and 
lock twist the ends together to rnake 

the other ear. 
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~ Make a J -inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a 3-inch loop. Lock 

twist the ends of the loop together to 
make the front legs. 

~ Make a 4-inch bubble for the 
body foUowed by a 3-inch loop. Lock 

twist the ends of the loop together 
to make the back legs. Le<tve a small 

bubble of air at the base of the tail 
to holclthe back legs in place and 
complete the Basic Loop figu re. 
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Cat 
CAT LOVERS WILL BE PURRING 
with excitement at the sight of this flgure . 

.........::I Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninAated, and tie it Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninAated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
fo llowed by a I-inch loop . 

.......cJ Lock twist the ends of the loop 
together to 
make an ear. 
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~ Make another I-inch loop 
and lock twist the ends together 

for th e other ear. 

~ Make a 1 ~-inch bubble fo r 
the neck and a ! -inch loop. Lock twist 

the ends of the loop together to make 
a front leg. 

~ Make another l-ind1 loop 
and lock twist the ends together 
for the other front leg. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body and a I-inch loop. Lock twist 

the ends of the loop together for one 

back leg. 
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~ Make another I-inch loop 
and lock twist the ends of the loop 
together for the other back leg . 

I:~ I 

.......cl Cun'e the tail up over the body 
to complete the Cat. 

ZJ 



Swan 
THIs GRACEFUL SWAl"l rcally floats on 
water. Use it to decorate as well as entertain. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
3 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing down . 

•• 
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SW~11 

~ Bring the uninAated end of the 
balloon up and around to make a loop. 
overlapping the two ends of the 

balloon about 6 inches. Hold the 
overlapped section in your left hand . 

.......cJ Bring the outside edge of the 
circle in so the knot at the end of the 

balloon is in the middle of the loop. 
Hold the overlapped ends and the 
outside edge of the circle in your 
left hand . 

........cl Squeeze the three sections of 
balloon at the middle of the doubled 
loop. The two sections of the balloon 

should rest in the curve of your hand, 
with your thumb and fingers grasping 
the knot. Using both hands, twist all 

three sections together just below the 
knot, making sure the knot is securely 
locked in the twist . 

........cI You now have two loops and a 
straight section . To make the body and 

tail, tuck abollt I inch of one loop up 
through the middle of the other loop. 

29 
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~ Wedge the base of the 
remaining inflated portion of the 
balloon between the two ends of 
the outer loop. Pressure from the ends 
of the outer loop will hold it upright. 

~ Gently fold the uninOated tip of 
the balloon down along the front of the 
neck and hold it. 

~ Grasp the entire length of neck 
with hoth hands and squeeze it, forcing 
air into the uninnated tip to make the 
head and bill and complete the Swan. 

3. 



Antlers 
~ HERE'S A PAIR OF ANTLERS 

that will look alit of place hanging 
on the fireplace. Usc Amiers to 
enhance animals and gi\'c them 
a more realistic look. 

........:J Hold the balloon in your left 
hand with the uninfbted end pointing 

right. Make a I ~inch bubble for the 
head followed by five ~-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the first and last ~-inch 
bubbles together at the base for one 
side of the Antlers . 

........:3 Make five 'l5-inch bubbles. Lock 
twist the first and last bubbles together 
at the base fo r the other side of the 
Antlers. 
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Deer 
WILDLIFE LOVERS will be impressed 
by this Deer. Present it with lines like: 
You 're such a "Deer." 
Don 't get caught in headlights. 
Or even sing, 
Do~ a Deer, a female Deer .. . 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving aboul 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your !eft hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by five V2-inch bubbles, 
Lock twist the first and last Yl-inch 
bubbles together at the base for 
one side of the antlers. 

~ Make five Y2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the first and last Yl-inch 
bubbles together at the base for 
the other side of the antlers. 
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......... Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two 3-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 3-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the front legs . 

.......cJ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body roUowcd by 1:\\.'0 3-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last 1:\\'0 3-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble or air at the 
base of the tail to hold the back legs in 
place and complete the Deer. 



EI~ 
BRING THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS to life 
with this Elk. 

~ Inflate a 260Q , leaving about 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it . Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 

the uninflated end pointing right. 

Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by a ch3in of seven Y:!-inch 

bubbles. Lock twist the first and last 
bubbles of the chain together at the 
base to make a seven-bubble loop. 

~ Lock twist the third and fifth 
~-inch bubbles of the chain together 
for one side of the antlers. 

3. 
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Elk 

~ Make another chain of seven 
Y2-inch bubbles. Lock twist the first 

and last Y2-inch bubbles of the chain 
together to make a seven-bubble loop . 

.......c:J Repeat Step 2 for the other side 

of the antlers . 

.........:I Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two 3-inch bubbles. 

Lock twist the 3-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the front legs. 

.........:J i\llake a 3-inch bubble for the 
body fo llowed by two 3-inch bubbles. 

Lock twist the las'! two 3-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble of air at the 

base of the tail to hold the back legs in 
place and complete the Elk. 
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Moose 
THE WOODS ARENT THE ONLY 
PLACE to find the mighty Moose. 
Antlers and all, this Moose 
will turn heads. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 

with the uninflated end pointing right. 
;vlake a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two I ~-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the I Yz-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make one 
side of the ant lers. 

~ Make two I ~-inch bubbles, 
and lock twist them together at the 
base for the other side of the antlers. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two 2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last two 2 -inch 

bubbles together at the base to 

make the front legs. 

36 
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..........:J Make a 3-inch bubble ror the 
body followed by t\'''o 2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 2-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the back legs. 
Leave a small bubble of air at the base 
of the tail to hold the back legs in place 
and complete the Moose. 

31 



Ram 
LOOK ATTI-IE HORNS 
on this Ram. Try presenting 
it with this line: 
I wouubt't want to 
bun heads with this guy. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninf1ated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 

r.,'lake a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two I-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the last two I-inch bubbles 

together at the base to make the 
middle of the homs. 

~ Make a I ~-inch loop and lock 
twist the ends of it together at the base. 
Repeat to make a second I Yz-inch loop. 

3. 
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.........::J Tuck one of the I-inch bubbles 
made in Step I into the center of one 
of the loops to make a hom. 

.........:I Tuck the other I-inch bubble 
into the center of the second loop to 
make the other hom . 

.........::I Make a I-inch bubble fo r 
the neck followed by two I-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the last two 
I-inch bubbles together at the 
base to make the front legs. 

........:l Make a 2-inch bubble fo r 
the body followed by two I-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the I-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble of air at the 
base of the tail to hold the back legs 
in place and complete the Ram. 
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RABBIT 
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THIS SECTION BUILDS 011 the 
tcclmiques you've already learned. A few 
specialty twists, including the Tulip Twist, 
arc added to your repertoire. 
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Four-Bubble TWist 
THE FOUR-BUBBLE n\~ST is used to 
add detail to the legs of several figures. 

~ Hold the inflated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated 
end poi nting right. Make the following 

bubbles in this order: 2-inch, I-inch, 
Y2-inch, Yz-i.nch, and I-inch. 

~ Lock twist the I-inch bubbles 
together at the base to complete the 
Four-Bubble Twist. 
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-BID1flY 
PEOPLE WILL BE "HOPPING" 
with e.'{citement at the sight of this 
adorable Rabbit. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
4 inches uninnaled, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two 4-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the 4-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 

.........a Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a 2 -inch bubble, two 
Y2-inch bubbles, and a 2-illCh bubble. 
Lock twist the 2-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the fron t legs. 
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~ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a 4-inch bubble, 
two Y2-inch bubbles, and a 4-inch 

bubble. Lock twist the 4-inch bubbles 

together at the base to make the back 
legs. Leave a small bubble of air at the 
base of the tail to hold the back legs 

in place. 

~ To place the Bunny Rabbit in 
a sitting position, tuck the front legs 
between the back legs, and wrap the 

two Y2-inch bubbles on the front legs 
around the two Y2-inch bubbles on 

the back legs to complete the 
Bunny Rabbit. 

~ To place the Bunny Rabbit in 
a reclining position, wedge the body 
between the back legs with the front 
legs extending to the front to complete 
the Bunny Rabbit. 
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Loop and lUck 
THE LOOP AND TUCK makes heads, 
wheels, and tai ls. It can be made in two 
ways: with a small bubble in the center 
of the loop, or with a long bubble 
passing through the loop. WITH A SMALL BUBBLE 

IN THE CENTER OF THE LOOP: 
........:I Hold the inflated baUoon in 
your left hand with the uninOated 
end pointing right. Make a I-inch 

bubble followed by a I !t2-inch loop. 
Lock twist the ends of the loop 

together at the base. 

~ Tuck the I-inch bubble inside 
of the center of the I ~-inch loop to 
complete the Loop and Tuck. 

WITH A LONG BUBBLE 
PASSING THROUGH THE LOOP: 

.........:I Hold the inflated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninAatcd 
end pointing right. Make a 3-inch 

bubble fo llowed by a 1 Yl-inch loop. 
Lock twist the ends of the loop 
together at the base. Tuck half of 
the 3-i11Ch bubble through the 
center of the loop to com plete. 
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Poodle 
1i-l15 TRADITIONAL FIGURE pleases 
crowds of all ages. Who can resist the 
popular Poodle? __ • 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninlbted, and tie it. Hold 
the inflatcd balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a 3-inch bubble for the head 
followed by a I Y2-inch loop. Lock 
nvist the ends of the loop together 
at the base. 
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2SDU Fioures 
1'1111 U Ie 

.........:J Tuck half of the 3-inch bubble 
into the center of the I Y2-inch loop 
to make the head. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a I Y2-inch bubble, 
two Y2-inch bubbles, and a I Y2-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I Y2-inch 
bubbles together at the base to 
make the front legs . 

........:J Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a I Y2-inch bubble, 
two Y2-inch bubbles, and a I Y2-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I Y2-inch 
bubbles together at the base 
to make the back legs . 

.......:l Make a I-inch bubble at the 
base of the tail. Squeeze any remaining 
air into the uninflated tip of the 
balloon, creating a ball at the end of 
the tail to complete the Poodle. 
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Poodle with Ears 
THIS IS A SLIGHT VARIATION 
on the original. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 

the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by a ~-inch bubble, a 
I Y2-inch bubble, and a Y:!-inch bubble. 

~ Lock twist the Y2-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the head. 
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1'lIlIllic wllh [ill'S 

.........:a Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a I Y2-inch bubble, 

two Y2-inch bubbles, and a I Y2-inch 

bubble. Lock twist the I ~-inch 
bubbles together at the base to 
make the front legs . 

.........:I Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a I Yl-inch bubble, 

two ~-inch bubbles, and a I ~-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I Y:!-inch 

bubbles together at the base to 
make the back legs . 

........c2 Make a I-inch bubble at the 
base of the tail. Squeeze any remaining 
air into the uninflated tip of the balloon, 
creating a ball at the end of the tail to 
complete the Poodle with Ears. 
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lUlip ]Wist 
THE TULlPDI%, is used to make the Tulip, 
the centers of several Rowers, and the propeller 
or jet engine of aircraft. It also adds detail to 
the Sword and Pistol. 

~ Hold the innated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated end 
pointing left. Push the knot inside the 
balloon about I ~ inches with your 
right index finger. 

~ Pinch the sides of the balloon 
and grasp the knot through the balloon 
with your left thumb and index Finger. 
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Tillip Twl~1 

~ While holding the knot with 

your left hand, carefully take your 
right index finge r out of the bubble. 

~ Twist the balloon three or 
more times at the base of the bubble 

with your right hand. Be sure the 
knot is tucked in the twist. Slightly 
push the knot into the base of the 
bubble as you release it to complete 

the Tulip Twist. 
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THE SIMPLE BEAUTY of the Tulip 
is well-interpreted with the 260Q. 

~ Inflate a 260Q to about 2 inches, 
and tie it. Hold the uninflated end of 
the balloon at the base of the bubble 
with your left hand. 

~ Push the knot through the 
middle of the bubble, grasp it through 
the balloon with your left hand, and 
remove your finger. Do not allow 
any ai r to escape from the bubble. 

~ While holding the knot with 
your left hand, twist the bubble three 
or more times at the base with your 

right hand, making SUfe the knot is 
locked in the Dvist. Slightly push the 
knot into the base of the bubble with 

your left hand as you release it to 
complete the Tulip. 
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Dais 
THE DAJSY MAKES" great 
corsage for a lapel or wrist. 

......... Inflate a 260Q to about 
3 inches, and tie it. Hold the bubble in 
your left hand with the uninAated end 
pointing right. Make a Y2-inch tulip 
twist at the knot end of the balloon 
followed by two Yl-inch bubbles, 

........:J Hold the tulip twist and the 
Yz-inch bubbles in your left hand 
with the uninflated end of the balloon 
pointing right. Make a chain of five 
.:x-inch bubbles. 
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~ Lock twist the first and last 
-X-i nch bubbles together at the base 
to make a five-bubble loop. 

~ Tuck the tulip twist through the 
five-bubble loop to make the center of 
the blossom and complete the Daisy. 
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Sunflower 
SUNFLOWERS ARE at home 
everywhere. Their bright color 
and large size make them 
naturals for the 260Q. 

Inflate a leaving abollt 

61;Kh,,, uninIA3("d, ,,,,d lie it. Hold 
\ylllio<m in your left hand 

<piinAate'l end pointing left. 
tulip twist at the knot 

balloon . 

.......:J Hold the tulip twist and the 
inflated balloon in your left hand 

with the uninAated end pointing right. 
Make a 2-inch loop. Lock twist the 

ends of the loop together at the base 
of the tulip twist . 

........:J Make a second 2-inch loop 

opposite the first one. Lock twist the 
ends of the loop together at the base 
of the tulip twist 
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~ Make a third 2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together at 

the base of the tulip twist. Wedge the 
loop between the two existing loops. 

~ Make a fourth 2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together at 

the base of the tulip twist. Wedge the 
loop between the first and second 
loops, opposite the third loop. 

~ I'vlakc a I-inch bubble behind 

the blossom. 

~ Squeeze the remaining air in the 
balloon to the base of the uninfbted 

end to shape the stem and complete 
the Sunflower. This leaves a slender 
section of the balloon between the 
blossom and the stem, allOWing it to 

sway gracefully. 
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Pinch TWist 
THE PINCH TWIST IS USED 
to lll<Jkc the ears or several animals, 
to give shape to a series of bubbles, 
and to hold bubbles in place. 

~ Hold the inflated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated 
end pointing right. Make a 3-inch 
bubble followed by a I-inch bubble . 

.........:J Fold the balloon so the I-inch 
bubble is at the end. Hold the folded 
balloon in your left hand with your left 
thumb and index fi nger resting on th e 
twists at the ends of the I-inch bubble . 

.......... Grasp the sides of the I-inch 
bubble with your right thumb and 
index finger, and stretch the bubble 
out until you can pinch the twists at 
the ends of the bubble together with 

your left: hand so the two twists tollch. 
You mllst pinch the twists together at 
the bubble's ends, that's why it 's called 
a "pinch" twist. 

-oIIIIIIIICJ Twist the pinched bubble three 

or more times with your right hand to 
complete the pinch twist. The pinch 
twist must be twisted at least three 
times to properly secure it. 

TIPS: YOll must pinch tf,e bubble's ends 
together, (hat's wIlY it's called a "piIlCh" 
twist. To secure the pillch twist, twist 
at least three times. 51 



Orchid 
THIs DElICATE BLOSSOM 
blooms ill . 11 of the Qual.tex" 
260Q colors. 

~ Inflate a 260Q to about 8 inches, 
and tie it. Hold the inflated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated end 
pointing left. tvlake a I-inch tulip twist 

at the knot end of the balloon. 

~ Make a I ~-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together 

to make the top of the blo5S0m. 
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........:I Make a I-inch loop. Lock twist 
the ends of the loop together to make 
the bottom of the blossom. Position 
the tulip twist between the two loops 
with the uninflated end of the balloon 
pointing to the rear of the blossom . 

.......c:J Make two "%-inch bubbles 
behind the blossom. Pinch twist the 
second }l-inch bubble to force the 
uninflated end of the balloon down 
for the stem and complete the Orchid. 

Green 260Qs, as well as five or 
artificial greenery, can be added 
to enhance ballnoll !llJtllers. 
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ec Ion 
THE PINCH n VIST, 
which is used in more 
intricate and advanced 
figures, takes you to 
a whole new level of 
figures in this section. 

60 
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Three-Bubble Series 
with Pinch TWists 
THE THREE·BUBBLE SERIES with 
Pinch Twists is lIsed to make the heads 
and cars of many animal s. 

~ Hold the inflated balloon 
in your left hand with the uninflated 
end pointing right. Make a I-inch 

bubble for the head fol!owcd by a 
Yi-inch bubble, a I-inch bubble, and 
another Yi-inch bubble. 

Lock twist the Yi-inch bubbles 
together at the base. 

~ Pinch twist the Yi-inch bubbles 
to make the ears. TIle I-inch bubble 
makes the top of the head. 
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Chihuahua 
DON'T BE FOOLED by his size, this 
linle dog has big entertainment value. 

.......... Inflate a 260Q to about 
6 inches, and tic it. Hold the inflated 
balloon in your left hand with the 
uninflated end pointing right. Make 
the following bubbles in this order: 
I-inch, ~.inch , I-inch, and Y2-inch. 
Lock twist the Yi-inch bubbles 
together at the basco 

..........:J Pinch twist the Yi-i nch bubbles 
to make the ears. 
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I:hihu~hllil 

~ Make a ! -inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two I-i nch bubbles. 
Lock twist the two I-inch bubbles 
logelher at the base to make the 
front legs. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
body followed by two I-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the J -inch bubbles together 
3llhe base to make the back legs. 
Leave a small bubble of air at the base 
of the tail to hold the back legs in place 
and complete the Chihuahua . 
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Squirrel 
You WON'T FIND this 
cute Squirrel climbing trees 
or burying nuts. 

......... inflate a 260Q, leaving abollt 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the un inflated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble for the head 
followed by a Y:!-inch bubble, a I-inch 
bubble, and a ~-inch bubble. Lock 
twist the Y2-inch bubbles together 
at the base . 

....,...q Pinch t,vist the V2-inch bubbles 

to make the ears. 

6. 



26~U flQur~s 

Sq II i l'l'e I 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck Make the following bubbles 
in this order: I !h-inch, lh-inch, 
lh-inch, and I lh-inch. Lock twist 
the Ilh-inch bubbles together at 
the base to make the front legs. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it and position it at the back 
of the neck where the front legs and 
neck join to hold the head fonvard. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body fo llowed by a 2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together to 

make one back leg. 

~ Make a 2-inch loop and lock 
twist the ends together for the other 
back leg. Cun'e the tail up behind the 
body to complete the Squirrel. 
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Mane 
A MANE CAN BE MADE by adding a chain 
of small bubbles at the base of the animal 's 
neck and stretching it over the cars. 

.........:I After inflating the 260Q. make 
a I-inch bubble for the head followed 
by two 12-inch bubbles. Lock twist the 
Y2-inch bubbk-s together at the base to 
make the ears. 

.........:J Make a I Y:!-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by six Y2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the first and last Y:!-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
a six-bubble loop . 

......... Stretch the loop up over the 
ears, \vedging the ears between the 
third and fOllrth bubbles of the loop, 
to complete the Mane. 
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Horse 
HERE'S A HORSE that doesn't 
need to be tamed. Present it 
\~th lines like: 
NolV YOIl kids am really 
horse around. 
SaMle up alld go for a ride 
Did you say you wanted a pony? 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches ullinfbted, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing 
right. Make a ~-inch pinch twist 

at the knot end. 

~ Make another Yl-inch pinch 
twist Position the pinch twists side by 
side at the end of the balloon to make 

the mouth. 

~ Make a [-inch bubble for the 

helld rollow"xl by two Y2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the Y2-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 
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1I1I1'St 

........:J Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by sb: Yz-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the first and last Yz-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
a six-bubble loop. 

~ Stretch the loop over the ears 
and wedge the cars between the third 
and fourth buhbles to make the mane . 

.......::I M:Jke a 2-inch bubble, two 
Yz-inch bubbles, and another 2-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the 2-inch 
bubbles together at the base 
to make the front legs. 

........:I Make a 3-inch bubble for the bcxly 
followed by a 2-inch bubble, two IS-inch 
bubbles, and another 2-inch bubble. Lock 
twist the 2-inch bubbles together at the base 
to make the back legs. Leave a small bubble 
of air at the base of the tail to hold the back 
legs in place. 
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Hoefling 
Horse 
THE HORSE REALLY "ROCKS" 
whell you add rockers. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninIlated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a Yl-inch pinch twist at the 
knot end. 

~ Make a second !h-inch pinch 
twist. Position the pinch twists side 
by side at the end of the balloon to 
make the mouth . 

~ Make a :X-inch bubble fo r the 
head followed by two !I'2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the Y:!-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the ears. 
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.......cI Make a I-inch bubble for 
the neck followed by four Y2-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the first and last 

~-inch bubbles together to make a 
four-bubble loop. 

~ Stretch the loop over the ears 
and wedge them between the second 
and third Yz-inch bubbles to make 

the mane . 

.........::I Make a 2-inch bubble fo llowed 
by a 3-inch bubble and two 2-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the first and 
third 2-inch bubbles together at the 

base to make two legs, the body, and 
one rocker. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble, a 3-inch 
bubble, and a 2-inch bubble. Lock twist 

the second 2-inch bubble where the 

back leg joins the body and tail to make 
the other two legs and the second 
rocker. Leave a small bubble of air at 
the base of the tail to hold the back 
legs in place and complete the 

Rocking Horse. 
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Lion 
lI-IlS KING OF THE JUNGLE will command 
everyone's attentioll. Present it with lines like: 
I wonder if this Lion roars? 

" 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninfbted, and tie it. Hold 

the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninfbted end point ing right. 
Make a I !h-inch bubble for the head 
followed by two \0;-ioch bubbles. 

~ Hold the bubbles in your 
left hand to keep them from untwisting, 
and make five :X-inch bubbles. Lock 
twist the first :md last :X-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make 
a five-bubble loop. 
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Linn 

.........:I "flIck the I V2-inch bubble made 
in Step I through the loop to make the 

head and mane . 

.......eJ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two I V2-inch 

bubbles. Lock twist the 1 V2-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
the front legs. 

.........:I Make a 3-inch bubble for 
the body followed by two I ~-inch 

bubbles. Lock twist the I !h-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
the back legs. Leave a small bubble 
of ai r at the hase of the tail to hold 
the back legs in place . 

........:l Tic a knot next to the end 
of the small bubble to make the tail 
hang down and complete the Lion. 
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THIS PRECIOUS LfITLE LAMB \\ill quickly 
become a crowd favorite. Present it with lines like: 
Mary had a [ink Lamb, and nolV YOII do too. 
You 're not going to get any lVooloff 
of this Lamb. 

~ Inflate a 26OQ, leaving about 
8 inches uninflated, and tic it. Holel the 

infhned balloon in your left hand with 
the unin/bled end pointing right. M:lke 

a I-inch bubble for the head 

followed by two Yz-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the Yz-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the ears. 

~ Make se\'en !h-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the third and last Yz-i nch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
a five-bubble loop. 

~ lltck the head and ears through 
the loop to make the hene!. 

14 



~600 flgures 

l.illil Ii 

........:I Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a I ~-inch bubble, 
two ~-inch bubbles, and a ! Y:!-inch 

bubble. Lock twist the ! ~-inch 

bubbles together at the base to 

make the front legs. 

~ Make a Z-inch bubble for the 

body followed by a I 12-inch bubble, 
two Y:!-inch bubbles, and a ! 12-inch 

bubble. Lock twist the I 12-inch 
bubbles together :It the base to 
make the back legs. Le:lve :l small 
bubble of air at the base of the t3il 
to hold the back legs in place and 
complete the Lamb. 
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PARROT IN ~ 
A SWING 

THE FIGURES BECOME MORE 
DETAILED in this SCtiioll. Hcre, you'll learn 
how to separate a balloon by making a series 
of bubbles and popping the middle onc. 

)} 



Five-Bubble 
Series with 
Pinch TWists 
A FIVE·BUBBLE SERIES lIi th Pinch 
Twists is used to make the heads of 
several figures. 

~ Hold the inflated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninfl::nro 
end pointing right. Squeeze a small 
amount of air from the knot end to 
make a soft 3-ioch bubble. 

~ Make the following bubbles 
in this order: I-inch, !t'2-inch, I VI-inch. 
!h-inch, and I-inch. Lock twist the 
I-inch bubbles together at the base 
to make a fi ve-bubble loop. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble at the 
knot end of the soft 3-inch bubble. 
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fivrlluhUle SCI'ic~ wilh I'inch Twi~ls 

......... Tuck the 2-inch bubble through 
the center of the loop. 

~ Pinch twist the two Y:!-inch 
bubbles to make the ears and complete 

the head. 
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Five-Bubble Series 
with Pinch & Pop 
THE FIVE·BUBBLE SERl ES "ith Pinch and Pop 
is used when two SCbTfllents of a figure must be 
separated, sllch as arms, leg~ handlebars, or wings. 

~ Hold the innated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated 
end pointing right. tvlake the following 
bubhles in this order: 2-inch, I-inch, 
Y:!-inch, Y:!-inch, Y:!-inch, and I-inch. 
Lock twist the I-inch bubblcs 
together at the base. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles, twisting them several 
times to secure. 

~ Pop the second Y2-inch bubble 
to separate the pindHwisted bubbles. 

When popping bubbles in a pinch­
and-pop series, it 's important to twist 
th e pinch twim several times to secure. 
If you don't twist them several times, 
they may com€' undone once the 
bubble is popped. 
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1eddyBear 
TEDDY BEARS ARE POPULAR 
with people of all ages, and this 
one's no exception. 

.........::J Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 6 inches 
uninflated, and tie it. Hold the inflated 
balloon in your left hand with the unintlated 
end pointing right. Squeeze a small amount 
of air from the knot end to make a soft 
3-inch bubble. Ivlake the folloWing bubbles 
in this order: I-inch, ~-inch, I Y:!-inch, 

lh-inch. and I-inch. Lock t\vist the I-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make a 
five-bubble loop . 

.........:I Make a 2-inch bubble at the 
knot end of the 3-inch bubble. Tuck 
the 2-inch bubble th rough the center 
of the five-bubble loop. 
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Ti'ddy Brill' 

~ Pinch twist the Y:!-inch bubbles 
to make the ears. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a 1 Y:!-inch bubble, 
three Y:!-inch bubbles, and a 1 Y2-incb 
bubble. Lock twist the 1 Y:!-inch 
bubbles together at the base to 
make the arms. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles, twisting them several 
times to secure. Pop the second Y2-inch 
bubble to separate the arms. 
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TI~OO)' lI~ill' 

.......::l Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body followed by ;) 3-inch loop. Lock 

twist the ends of the 3-inch loop 

together to make one leg. 

~ Make another 3-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together to 
make the other leg. Leave a small 
bubble of air at the base of the tail 
to hold the back legs in place and 
complete the Teddy Bear. 

Adjustments for too little 
or too much air can be 

made to bubble sizes 
in the body and legs 

of the Teddy Bear. 
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TeddyBear 
allnicycle 
WHO KNEW A TEDDY BEAR 
(Quid ride a unicycle? With 
a little air and a few twists, 
this one can. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving abollt 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninl1ated end pointing right. 

Squeeze a slllall amount of air from 
the knot end and make a soft 2Y2-inch 
bubble. Make the following bubbles 
in this order: ~-iIlCh, ~-inch. I-inch, 
Y2-inch, and 7{-inch. Lock twist the 
~-inch bubbles together at the base 
to make a five-bubble loop. 
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~ Make a I ;,s-inch bubble ::It the 
knot end of the 2;,s-inch bubble ::Inc! 
tuck it through the center of the loop . 

.......:1 Pinch twist the ;,s-inch bubbles 
of the loop to make the e::lT'S . 

.......:I M::Ike ::I ·X-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by a I ;,s-inch bubble, 
three ;,s-inch bubbles, and a I ;,s-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I ;,s-inch 
bubbles together at the base to 
make the arms. 
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[1'lIl1 y III'ill' 1111 i1l1l1i cyc lr 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
~-inch bubbles, twisting each of them 
several t imes to secure, Pop the second 
~-inch bubble to separate the amlS. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 

body followed by a I Y2-inch bubble, 
two Y:!-inch bubbles, and a I Y2-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the 1 ~-inch 

bubbles together at the base to 
make the legs. 

~ iVlake a ~-inch bubble at 

the tip of the innated portion of the 
balloon. Wrap the remaining infbted 
portion of the balloon around the 
legs so one leg is on each side of the 
loop. Lock twist the Y2-inch bubble 
around the twist where the legs and 
the body are joined to make 
the tail and complete the Tt.>(ldy Bear 

on a Unicycle . 
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Three-Bubble Roll 
Through THE THREE·BUBBLE ROLL 

THROUGH is used for the body 
of several figures . 

........:J Hold the inOated balloon in 
your left hand with the uninflated end 

pointing right. Make a bubble at the 
knot end followed by two bubbles 
of equal1ength. Lock twist the two 
bubbles together at the base . 

.........:3 Make a third bubble the 
same size as the fIrst two and hold 
it alongside the two bubbles. 

.......... Roll the two bubbles over the 
Single bubble until the single bubble 
passes completely between the two 
bubbles. The t\vists at each end of the 
three-bubble roll through should be 
tightly wedged together. 
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Love Birds 
LOVE BIRDS ARE A CLASSIC 
SYMBOL of romance. Present 
them to couples in the crowd, or 
usc them to decorate a wedding 
or anniversary party. 

~ Inflate OJ 260Q, leaving about 
3 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hokl 
the infl ated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninfbted end pointing right. 
Make OJ 3-il1Ch bubble followed by 
two 4-inch bubbles. Lock twist the 
4-inch hubbIes together at the base. 

~ M3ke a 4-ioch bubble and hold 
it alongside the two 4-inch bubbles. 

~ Roll the two 4-inch bubbles 
over the single 4-i11Ch bubble until 
it passes between the two 4·inch 
bubbles to make the Ixxly of the 
first Love Bird. 
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LIII'C Ilirds 

.........:I Make two I-inch bubbles 
fo r the heads. 

~ Make two 4-inch bubbles and 
lock twist them together at the base . 

.........:lJ Repeat Steps 2-3 to make 
the body of the second Love Bird . 

.........:I Lock t\vist the 3-inch bubble 
at the knot end of the balloon and 
the remaining inflated portion of the 
balloon together at the base of the 
bodies to make the tails and complete 

the Love Birds. 
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Love Birds in a 
PUT THE ENCHAl\'TING 
Love Birds in a Swing for 
added appeal. 

~ Fully inflate a 260Q Allow ,'\ 
fairly large amount of air to escape to 

soften the balloon, and tie it. Make a 
Y2-inch bubble followed by two 
1 Yl-inch bubbles. Lock twist the 
I !h-inch bubbles together at the base. 

n P: If you stretch tIle hallooll as)lOli 
illjlale iI, it will be {oliger and thinner; 
//laking this figure e{lsier 10 make. 
90 

g 



260D fiQures 

lm lIil'ds in 0 swing 

.........:I Make another I Y2-inch 
bubble and hold it alongside 
the two I Y2-inch bubbles. 

.........:I Roll the two I \I2-i nch bubbles 
over the si ngle I \I2-inch bubble until 
it passes between the two I Y2-inch 
huhbles to make the body of the 
first Love Bird . 

.........:J Make two ~-inch bubbles 
for the heads . 

........a Make two I \I2-inch bubbles and 
lock twist them together at the base. 

91 



260U Figures 

Lllve lIil'ds ill il SIl'III~ 

~ Repeat Steps 2-3 to make the 
body of the second Love Bird. 

~ Lock twist the ~-inch bubble 
at the knot end of the balloon and 

the remaining inflated portion of 
the balloon together at the hase 
of the Love Birds. 

~ Make a ~-inch bubble at the 
end of the remaining inflated portion 
of the balloon. Make a loop around 
the two Love Birds with the rest of 
the balloon so one bird is on each side 
of the loop. Lock twist the V2-inch 
bubbles together to make the tails and 
complete the Love Birds in a SWing. 
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Parrotin 
a g 
HERE'S A PARROT that WOll't talk 
back and comes with his own swing. 
Present him with lines like: 
Polly !tIlln! a cracker? 
Don 't let him flyaway. 
I wonder if lie talks. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
!:S inch uninflated, and t ie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflatcd end pointing 

right. Make a soft 12-inch bubble 
for the beak followed by a ! Y;. -inch 

bubble fo r the head. 

~ Grasp the knot end of the 
balloon with your right hand and 

stretch it over the 1 ~-inch bubble 
until it crosses the twist at the base 
of the I liz-inch bubble. Hold the 
knot and the twist at the base of the 
Y2-inch bubble together. 
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~ Wrap the knot around the 

base of the 1 Y2-inch bubble to 
make the head. 

~ J\!\ake a 6-inch bubble at the 
tip end of the balloon. Lock twist the 
6-inch bubble and the twist at the 

base of the head together. 

~ Bring the end of the balloon and 
the two sides of the loop together. 
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I'ill'rlll in il SWIII~ 

........a Lock twist these three sections 
together in the middle of the 6-inch 

bubble to make the body and tail. 

.........:I Place the body inside of the 

loop, leaving the tail hanging down 

to complete the Parrot in a Swing. 
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SCCliOIl ~ 

AlliGATOR ~ 

....... KISSING flSM 

....... ROAD RUNNER 
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• 

ec Ion 
iN TH1S SEcnON, you'll be puning 
everything you've lea rned up to this 
point to use, Some of these figures use 
a combination of techniques to produce 
spectacular results, 
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Dove 
GrVETHE 
DOVE .s . 
symbol of peace 
and a gesture 
of good"ill . 

~ Inflate a 260Q, [caving aooul 
4 inches uninflated, and tie it. Make 
the following bubbles in this order: I Y2-
inch, I-inch, 3-inch, and 3-inch. Twist 
the 5-inch bubble and the 3-inch bubble 
together opposite the nom1al direction 
to make one wing. Wrap the I Y2-inch 
bubble and I-inch bubble through the 
wing and around the twist to secure. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by a 3-inch loop. Twist the ends of the 
loop together to make the tail. Wrap 
the remaining inflated portion of the 
balloon through the loop that makes 
the tail and around the twist to secure. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by a 3-inch bubble and a 5-inch 
bubble. Twist the 3-inch bubble and 
the 5-inch bubble together to make 

the second wing. Wrap the rem aining 
inflated portion of the ba!loon through 
the second wing and around the twist 

to secure. 

9. 
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260~ Figures 

III1 VI' 

......c:I Make a I-inch bubble. Twist 
it and the 1 Yl-inch bubble made in 

Step I together. 

~ Stretch the I Y;!-inch bubble to 

the rear, and wrap the knot end of the 
balloon around the twist at the base 
of the tail to make the hody . 

........:iJ Wedge the base of the remaining 
inflated JX)rtion of the balloon between 
the two adjacent I-inch bubbles at the 
front of the lxxIy to hold it upright. 

.......cI Fold the ullinflated tip of the 
balloon down along the bottom of 

the end bubble, and hold it there 
while squeezing the end bubble. This 
makes the head and beak to complete 

the Dove. 
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Ea I 
NATURE ENTHUSIASTS 
willlo\'e this majestic Eagle. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches un inflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 

tvlake a I-inch bubble followed by a 
I ~-inch loop. Lock twist the ends of 
the loop together. 

~ Tuck the I-inch bubble inside 
the I Y2-inch loop to make the tail. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a 4-inch bubble and 
a 3-inch bubble. Lock twist the 4-inch 
bubble and the 3-inch bubble together 
at the base to make one wing. Wrap 
the rem::lining inflated portion of the 
balloon through the wing and around 
the l-wist to secure. 
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EiliP r 

.......cJ Make a 4~inch bubble and a 
3~inch bubble and lock twist them 

together at the base to make the second 
wing. Wrap the remaining inflated 

portion of the balloon through the 

wing and around the twist to secure . 

.........:;J Mnke n five~bubble p inch~and~ 

pop senes with the following bubbles: 
I ~inch, Yz~inch, Yz~inch, Yz~ inch, nnd 
I ~inch . Lock twist the I ~inch buhbles 

together at the base to make the legs . 

........::I Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2~inch bubbles of the leg assembly, 
twisting them several times to secure. 
Pop the second Yz~inch bubble to 
separate the legs . 

.........:J Fold the uninflated tip of the 
balloon down along the inflated portion 

of the balloon. Squeeze the infhted 
portion of the bnlloon with both hands 
until the air is forced into the uninOated 
tip to make the head and beak, 
completing the Eagle. 
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TUr~e 
THIS TRADlTIONAL n13nksgiving treat 
can be presented with lines like: Gobble, gobble. 
This Turkey's stu!Jed with air. 
Don't carve this Turkey. 
It woks good, but I wouldn't eat it. 

~ Inflate a 260Q leaving about 

6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right 
Make a ! -inch bubble followed by a 
2-inch loop. Lock twist the ends of 

the loop together. Tuck the I-inch 
bubble inside the 2-inch loop to 

make the tail. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and position it at the base of 

the tail to hold the tail up. 

~ Make two 4-inch bubbles. Lock 
twist them together at the base. 
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2&OQ figures 

Till' k cy 

........c;J r..lJake the following bubbles in 
this order: 112-in(h, I-inch, 12-inch, 
12-in(h, 12-in(h, and I-inch. Lock twist 
the I-inch bubbles together at the base 

to make the legs. Wrap the remaining 

innated portion of the balloon through 
the five-bubble loop and around the 
twist to secure. 
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2600 Figures 

Tur kel 

~ Make a I ~-inch bubble and 
pull the remaining inflated portion 
of the balloon through the 4-inch 
bubbles. Wedge the twist at the end 
of the I ~-inch bubble between the 
ends of the 4-inch bubbles from 
Step 3 to make the body. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles of the leg assembly, 
twisting each of them several times to 
secure. Pop the second ~·inch bubble 
to sepamte the legs. 

~ Fold the uninfbted tip of the 
balloon down along the neck. Squeeze 
the neck with both hands until air is 
forced into the tip to make the head 
and beak and complete the Turkey. 
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-Road Runner 
HERE'S A ROAD RUNNER that won't get 
away from you. Present it with lines like: 
You can outrun this Road Runner. 
Don't get run over by the Road Runner. 
He's a funny looking bird, bllt boy is he fast . 

........ lnflatea 
260Q, leaving 
about 6 inches 
uninfbted, and 
tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon 
in your left hand with the uninflated end 
pointing right. Make a 2~~inch bubble 
for the tail followed by a %-inch bubble. 

~ Pinch twist the ~-inch bubble, 
and position it at the base of the tail to 

hold the tail down . 

.........a Make two 2Y2-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist them together at the base. 
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IIlIild 111111111'1' 

~ Make the following bubbles 
in this order: I ~-inch, I-inch, ~-inch, 

~-inch, ~-inch , and I-inch. Lock twist 
the I-inch bubbles together at the base 
to make the legs. Wrap the remaining 
inflated portion of the balloon through 
the five-bubble loop and around the 
twist to secure. 

~ Make a I ~-illch bubble and 
pull the remaining inflated portion of 
the balloon between the bubbles that 
make the body. Wedge the twist at the 
end of the I ~-inch bubble between 
the ends of the t"\vo 2~-inch bubbles 
made in Step 3 to make the body and 
hold the head upright. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles of the leg assembly, 
twisting each of them several times to 
secure. Pop the second ~-inch bubble 
to separ.lte the legs. 

~ Fold the un inflated tip of the 
balloon down along the neck and 
hold it there with the tip of one 
finger. Squeeze the neck with both 
hands until the air is forced into the 
uninflated tip to make the head and 
beak and complete the Road Runner. 
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Alligator 
THE DANGEROUS ALLIGATOR ~=rt' 
playmate when made out of a balloon;;'. 
Alligator with lines like: 
Don't get caught in 
This Alligat"vllJ&,.·t "'''.m'' 
This 

.........:I Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold the 
intlated balloon in your left hand with 

the uninflated end pointing right. Make 
a 3-inch bubble for the head followed 
by a I-inch pinch twist . 

.........:J Twist the pinch-twisted bubble 
in half to make the eyes. 

~ Make a 1 Y2-inch bubble for the 
neck, followed by a I-inch bubble, 
three ~-inch bubbles, and a I-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I-inch bubbles 
together at the base for the front legs. 
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~6DO Figufes 

All iUilllll' 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles, twisting each of 

them several t imes to secure. Pop 

the second Y2-inch bubble to separate 
the front legs. 

~ Make a 5-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a I-inch bubble, 

three Y2-inch bubbles, and a I-inch 
bubble. Lock hvist the I-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make the 
back legs. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles, twisting each of them 
several times to secure. Pop the second 
Y2-inch bubble to separate the back 
legs and complete the Alligator. 
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Bullfrog 
THIS BIG, NOISY BULLFROG 
can be presented with lines like: 
These Frog legs are a little rubbery. 
You can get a jump on everyone with this Frog. 
Or simply: Ribbit, Ribbit. 

--0IIII Inflate a 260Q, 
leaving abollt 8 inches 

uninflatecl, and tie it. Hold the balloon 
in your left hand with the uninflaled 
end pointing right. Make a I-inch 

bubble for the head fo llowed by two 
3-inch bubbles. Lock twist the 3-inch 
bubbles together at the base. 

~ Make the following bubbles in 
this order: I-inch, Y:!-inch, ~-inch , 
Yz-inch, Yz-inch, Yz-inch, ~-inch . 

Yz-inch, and I-inch. Lock twist the 

I-inch bubbles together at the base to 

fom1 a nine-bubble loop . 

.........:l Pinch twist the two single 

!I2-inch bubbles to make the joints 

of the front legs. Pinch twist the first 
and third Yz-inch bubbles of the 
three-bubble chain , twisting each 
of them several times to secure. 

Pop the second 1;2-inch bubble 

to separate the front legs. 
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~ Make a ~-inch pinch twist 
at the base of the head. Twist the 

pinch-twisted bubble in half to 
make the eyes. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble, and 
hold it alongside the two 3-inch 

bubbles made in Step I. Roll the two 
3-inch bubbles over the single 3-inch 

bubble until the si ngle 3-inch bubble 
passes between the two 3-inch 
bubbles to make the bcxly. 

~ Make the following bubbles 
in this order: I ~-inch, ~-inch, I-inch, 
~-inch, ~-inch, Yz-inch, I-inch, 
Yz-inch, and I ~-inch. Lock twist the 
I ~-inch bubbles together at the base 

for the back legs. 

~ Pinch twist the two single Yz-inch 
bubbles to make the joi.nts of the back 

legs. Pi.nch twist the first and third Yz-inch 
bubbles of the three-bubble chain, 
twisting each of them several times to 
secure. Pop the second Yz-inch bubble 

to separate the back legs. The tip of 
the balloon becomes the tail to 

complete the Bullfrog. 
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Fish 
PRESENT THIS FISH out of water 
with lines like: 
There's something "fishy" here 
Let's get in the swim of things. 
Whatever you do, don 't eat this Fish. 
This Fish is a little rubbery . 

........::J FuHy innate a 260Q. allowing 
a small amount of air to escape, and tie 
it. Twist the balloon together 4 inches 

from the ends to make the tail fins. 

~ rvlake a 2-inch loop opposite 
the tail fins. Lock twist the ends of the 
loop together to make the mouth and 
complete the Fish. 
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Kissing Fish 
ROMANTICS WILL BE TICKLED 
by this Kissing Fish. 

~ Fully in flate a 260Q. Allow 
a fairly large amount of air to escape 
from the balloon to soften it, and t ie 
it . Fold the balloon to find the middle, 
and twist it at that point. 

~ Make two I-inch pinch twists 
on one side of the middle twist for 

the mouth. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by a I-inch plnch twist on the opposite 

side of the middle twist. 
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KiSSill!l Fis il 

.......cI Twist the pinch-twisted bubble 
in half to make the eyes . 

.......a Twist the balloon together 
3 inches from the ends to make the 
tail fins and complete the Kissing Fish. 
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FIGURES BASED ON 
things people use arc 
featured in this advanced section. 
Use them to entertain, gin~ away, 
and decorate. 
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...... HEADPHONES 

( 

PISTOL ~ 

...... SWORD 
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SWord 
MANY BALLOON SWORDS arc made \lith only 
two baskets. This quick and easy Sword has three 
baskets to keep it from bending sideways, and to keep those who receive 
it from running back to you for repairs. Present the Sword with lines like: 
Ell Garde. 
Touche. 
DOli '/ hurt allyone with this. 

~ Inflate a 2600, leaving about 
2 inches uninflaled, and tie it. Hold 
the balloon in your left hand with the 
uninflated end pointing left. Make a 
I-inch tulip twist at the knot end of 
the balloon. 

~ Hold the balloon in your left 
hand with the uninflated end pointi ng 
up and the tulip twist sl ightly below 
the bottom of your hand. Bend the 
balloon down about 2 inches above 
your hand. 

~ Bend the balloon up at a point 
even with the bottom of your hand, 
making a cluster of three segments. 
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S \¥UI'n 

........:I Bend the balloon down again 
about 2 inches above your hand, 
making a duster of four segments. 

........:l Using both hands, twist 
the duster of balloons in the middle 
at least one rull twist Adjust the 
three loops made arollnd the top 
of the handle to complete the 
three-basket Sword. 
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SIli Pole 
SKIING ENTHUSIASTS will 
love this Ski Pole. But, make sure 
YOli let them know it 
won't do them any 
good on the slopes. 

~ InHate a 260Q, leaving about 
3 inches llnintlatoo. Allow a small 
amount of air to escape &om the balloon, 
and tie it. Hold the in flated balloon in 
your left hand widl the uninflated end 
pointing right. ~vlake a ~-inch bubble 

ne:xt to the uninflated tip of the balloon 
fo llowed by a 2 -inch loop. Lock twist 

the ends of the loop together to make 
the first section of the basket. 

~ Make a second 2-inch loop 
and lock twist the ends of the loop 
together to make the second section 

of the basket. 

~ Make a thi rd 2-inch loop and 

lock twist the ends of the loop together 
to make the third section of the basket 

to complete the Ski Pole. 

TIP; Y01l call ellen add (j tulip twist 
to the olher elld for a fa ncier effect. 
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Pistol (~'----~ 
nus PISfOL can really pop 
when you squeeze its handle. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing left. Make 
a I-inch tulip twist at the knot end 
followed by an 8-inch bubble . 

.......a Make a 4-inch bubble followed 
by a I-inch bubble and a 5-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the 4-il1Ch bubble 
and th e 5-inch bubble together at the 

base, positioning the 5-indl bubble so 
it ends up at the rear of the hand grip . 

.......... Pinch twist the I-inch bubble 
at the end of the hand grip, twisting it 
severdl t illles to secure. 

119 



~6DU Fi~U(eS 

I' i s 1111 

~ Make a I-inch loop. Lock twist 
the ends of the loop together, twisting 
it several times to secure, and position 

the loop where the hand grip and 
barrel are joined. Remove the 

remaining inflated portion of the 

balloon by popping it to complete 
the Pistol. 

120 

The pistol can be "fired" 
by squeezing the hand grip 
hard enough to pop one of 

the bubbles in the hand grip. 



Headphones 
tuNE INTO THE MUSIC LOVERS 
in your audience with Headphones. 

.......... Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
8 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 
Make a I-inch bubble followed by 
a I !/:!-inch loop. Lock twist the ends 
of the loop together. 

~ Tuck the I-inch bubble 
inside the 11/z-inch loop to make 
one car piece . 

.........::J Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by a 1/z-inch bubble. Pi nch twist the 
Yz-inch bubble, and position it on the 
olltside of the curve of the balloon. 
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Headllhnm 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble followed 
by a ~-inch bubble. Pinch twist the 
Y2-inch bubble, and position it on the 
outside of the curve of the balloon. 

~ Continue making 2-inch 
bubbles followed by ~-inch 

pinch-twisted bubbles until about 
5 inches of the balloon are left. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by a I ~-inch loop. Lock twist the ends 
of the loop together. 

~ Tuck the remaining end or 
the balloon inside the I Y2-inch loop 
to finish the second ear piece and 
complete the Headphones. 
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S~ateboard SKATEBOARDING'S POPULARITY 
will make this figure a hit with the 
younger crowd . 

.........:J Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
4 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninllated end poin ting right. 
Make a I-inch bubble followed by a 
2-inch loop. Lock twist the ends of 
the loop together. 

~ Tuck the I-inch bubble inside 
the 2-inch loop to make one whee\. 

......... Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it and position to hold the wheel 
in place. 
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SkairUllill'd 

~ Make a 12-inch bubble for the 
board followed by a 2-inch loop. Lock 

twist the ends or the loop together. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it and position to hold the wheel 

in place. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble, deflate 
the remaining inflated portion of the 
balloon, and tie a knot at the end of 
the I-inch bubble. 

~ Tuck the J -inch bubble inside 
the 2 -inch loop to finish the second 

wheel and complete the Skateboard. 
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Chopper 
L\fVITE YOUR AUDIENCE to take, joy ride on 
the popular Chopper. Present it \I;th lines like: 
I make toys for big boys, too. 
A helmet isn't required. 
Watch die speed limit. 

........:I lnAate a 260Q, leaving abollt 
6 inches uninAated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninllated end pointing right. 
Make a J·inch bubble followed by a 
2-inch loop. Lock twist the end<; of 
the loop together. 

........ Tuck the I-inch bubble inside 
the 2-inch loop to make the rear wheel. 



2600 fiQu!ts 
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~ Make a I-inch loop. Lock twist 
th e ends of the loop together to make 

the seat and hold the rcar wheel in 

place. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
frame followed by a I Y:!-inch bubble. 
Pinch twist the I Y2-inch bubble to 

make the motor. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
upright followed by a five-bubble 
pinch-and-pop series with the 
following bubbles in this order: 

I Y:!-inch, Y:!-inch, Y2-inch, Y2-i.nch, 
and 1 Yi-inch. Lock twist the 1 Yl-inch 
bubbles together at the base for the 
handlebars. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble. Pi nch 
twist it, and position it in front of the 

handlebars to hold them in place. 
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........:J Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
front forks followed by a 2-inch loop. 
Lock twist the ends of the loop 

together and tuck the remaining end 

of the balloon inside the loop to make 
the front wheel. 

.........:J Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles of the handlebar 
assembly, twisting each of them several 
times to secure. Pop the second 12-inch 
bubble to separate the handlebars and 

complete the Chopper. 
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Bicycle 
Once you learn how to make this 
Bicycle, you'll never forget. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your kft hand 
with the uninflated end pointing right. 

Make a I-inch bubble followed by a 
2-inch loop. Lock twist the ends of 
the loop together for the rear wheel. 
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.......cJ Tuck the I-inch bubble 
inside the 2-inch loop to make the 
rear wheel. 

.........a Make a I-inch loop, and lock 
t,vist the ends or the loop together to 

make the seat and hold the rear wheel 
in place. 

~ Make a 4-inch bubble for the 
frame followed by a 2 -inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends or the loop together to 

make the front wheel. 
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IIl tY I'II' 

~ Make a I ~-inch bubble for the 
upright followed by a I ~-inch bubble, 
three ~-inch bubbles, and a 1 ~-inch 

bubble. Lock twist the second and 
third I ~-inch bubbles together at the 
base to make the handlebars. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble and 
pinch twist it. Position the pinch 
twist in front of the handlebars to 
hold them in place. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble. Twist 
the base of this bubble and the base 
of the upright together. 
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.........:J Tuck the remaining inflated 
portion of the balloon inside the 
2~inch loop to make the front wheel. 

........cI Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2~inch bubbles of the handlebar 
assembly, twisting each of them several 
times to secure. Pop the second Y2~inch 
bubble to separate the handlebars and 
complete the Bicycle. 
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IN TI-US H'IIAL SEmON, you'lileam 
how to leave an uninflatLxi section at both 
ends of the b.,Uoon to create 
some e.\1raordinaI)' figures. 
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Biplane 
OLD-TIMERS AND PLANE BUFFS 
will love this flying figure from the past. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninflated end pointing left. Make 
a ~-inch tulip twist at the knot end for 
the propeller. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
fuselage, followed by two 5-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the 5-inch bubbles 
together at the base to make one pair 
of wings. Repeat the 5-inch bubbles 

and lock twist them together for the 
other pair of wings. 
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-ooIIIICJ Make a 3-inch bubble fo r the 

body followed bY:l 2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together to 
make the rudder . 

........c:I Make a I-inch pinch rwist to 
make one elevator. Repeat to make 
the olher e1ev<ltor. -n1e tip of lhe 
balloon rests between the elevators 

for the rear wheello complete 
the Biplane. 
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PEOPLE \\~LL LOVE 
piloting their very own 
Airplane, especially when it's presented with 
lines like: Come fly with me. 
Now you're going places. 
Or sing: WOIlId you like to fly in my bealltiflll balloon? 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflaled, and tie it. Hold 
the balloon in your left hand with the 
uninflated end pointing left. Make a 
Y2-inch tulip twist at the knot end for 

the propeller. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for the 
nose followed by a 4-inch bubble, 
three ~-inch bubbles, and a 4-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the 4-inch bubbles 
together at the base for the wings. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble followed 
by two Y:;-inch bubbles and a I-inch 
bubble. Lock twist the I-inch 
bubbles together at the base for 
the landing gear. 
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':600 Figures 

Ail'plm 

.......::I Make a I-inch bubble for the 
cockpit. Pinch twist it, and position it 
in fron t of the wings . 

.......cl Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles of the wing, twi.sting 

them several times to secure. Pop the 
second Y2-inch bubble to separate the 
wings. Position the pinch (wist that 

makes the cockpit crossways bet\veen 
the wings to hold them in place. Position 
the landing gear crossways bet\veen the 
wings opposite the cockpit . 

........cJ Make a 3-inch bubble for the 
body, followed hy a 2-inch loop. Lock 
t\\'ist the ends of the loop together fo r 
the nrdder . 

.........:J Make a I-inch pinch twist for 
one elevator. Repeat to make a second 
elevator. The tip of the balloon rest~ 
between the elevators for the rear 

wheel to complete the Airplane. 
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et-727 
DON'T ,\1AKE J ST ANY JET, 
make the world·renowned 727. 
Present it with lines like: 
They don 't serve a meal on this flight. ,_, 
You lnok like a jet·setter. 
Now you am say YOIl own your DIM Jet. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
4 inches ullinflated, and tie it. Hold 
the balloon in your left hand with the 
uninnated end pointi ng right. Make 
the following bubbles in this order: 
I-inch, I Yz-inch, Yz-inch. Yz-inch, 
Yz-inch, and I Yl-inch. Lock twist the 
I Yz-inch bubbles together at the base. 

~ Pinch twist the first and third 
Yz-inch bubbles, twisting them severnl 
times to secure. Pop the second !/:!-inch 
bubble to separate the elevators. 

~ Pinch twist the I-inch bubble 
at the knot end of the balloon, and 
position it between the two elevators 

to hold them in a horizontal position, 
making the tail section. 
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2GOO figur!s 

lei-iii 

........cJ Make a 2-inch bubble for the 
nJdder followed by a I-inch bubble. 
Pinch twist the I-inch bubble, and 

position it to hold the tail section 
up and force the remaining inflated 
portion of the balloon fonvard . 

.......a Make the following bubbles in 

this order: 4-inch, 4-inch , ~-inch, 

Y2-inch Y2-inch, and 4-inch. Lock twist 
the second and third 4-inch bubbles 

together at the base to make the wings. 
Wrap the remaining inflated portion of 
the balloon through the fi ve-bubble 
loop and around the twist to secure . 

........:l Pinch t,vist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles, twisting them several 
times to secure. Pop th e second Y2-inch 

bubble to separate the wings. 

~ Position the wings to slant 
toward the tail section to complete 

the Jet. 
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Helicopter 

REAcnONS \\~LL really 
"take off" when you make 
the Helicopter. 

~ Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it. Hold 
the inflated balloon in your left hand 
with the uninflated end pointing 

right. Make a ~-inch pinch twist 
at the knot end_ 

~ Make a 5-inch bubble fo llowed 
by a five-bubble pinch-and-pop series 

with a 5-inch bubble, three Yl-inch 
bubbles, and a 5-inch bubble. Lock 
twist the last two 5-inch bubbles 

together at the base. 
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,GOD Fig~res 

IICliCIIIIICI' 

.......... Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and position the pinch twist 

so it covers the twist in the middle 
of the three 5-inch bubbles. TIle 

remaining inHated portion of the 
balloon should extend down, 

opposite the I-inch pinch twist. 

.......rCJ Pinch twist the first and third 
Y2-inch bubbles of the three-bubble 

chain. twisting each of them several 
times to secure. Pop th e second 
Y2-inch bubble to separate the second 
and third blades of the rotary wing . 

.........a j'vtake a 2 -inch bubble for the 

upright followed by a 2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together . 

.......:::I Make:1 I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and tuck the pinch t\vist into 
the middle of the 2-inch loop to make 

the cockpit. 
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2GOO fj~ ur~s 

IIrli~IIDlrl' 

~ Make a 4-inch bubble for the 
tail frame followed by a I-inch pinch 

twist, and position it so it holds the 

end of the tail section up. 

~ Make two I-inch bubbles. Pinch 

twist the second bubble, and position it 
so it rums the rest of the balloon to the 
side to make the stabilizer propeller 
and complete the Helicopter. 
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Doll 
WHAT LI1TLE GIRL could resist this Doll? 
And, it makes a grc<ll puppet. 

.......:l Inflate a 
260Q, leavi ng 
about 8 inches 
unintlated, and tie 
it. Hold the inflated balloon in your left 
hand with the uninflated end pointing 

right. t\llake a :X-inch bubble followed 
by a I Yz-inch loop. Lock twist the ends 
of the loop together . 

.........:J Tuck the :X-inch bubble inside 
the I Yz-inch loop to make the head . 

........:I Make a Yl-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by the following bubbles 
in this order: I-inch, Yl-inch, I-inch, 
Yz-inch, Y2-inch, Yz-inch, I-inch, 
Yz-inch, and I-inch. Lock twist the first 
and fourth I-inch bubbles together at 
the base to make a nine-bubble loop. 
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2S00 FiQures 

111111 

~ Pinch twist the two single 
V2-inch bubbles to make the elbows. 
Pinch twist the fi rst and third Y2-inch 

bubbles of the three-bubble chain, 
twisting each of them several times to 
secure. Pop the second V2-inch bubble 
of the three-bubble chain to separate 

the arms. 

~ Make a I Yl-inch bubble for the 
body followed by a 2-inch bubble, two 
Yl-inch bubbles, and a 2-inch bubble. 

Lock twist the 2-inch bubbles together 
at the base to make the legs. 

~ Make a Y2-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and position it at one side of 
the point where the legs and hody are 

joined to make a hip. 

~ Repeat Step 6 to make the 
other hip. Remo\'e the remainder 

of the balloon to complete the Doll . 

144 



Sl. Bernard 
HERE'S A FIGURE you'll 
want to take along during 
a snowstonn.l-le'llnot only 
lead the way, but he'll also be 
an enjoyable companion. 

Inflate a 260Q, leaving about 
6 inches uninflated, and tie it . Hold the 
inflated balloon in your left hand with 
the uninfbted end pointing left. ~bke 
a I-inch tulip twist at the knot end, 
and leave it offset. 

~ ]\Ilake a I-inch bubble and 
two I Yf-inch bubbles. Lock twist 
the I Y:l-inch bubbles at the base 
for the ears . 

........cI Tum the balloon so the ears 
paint down. Slightly pull apart the 

ears, and wedge the head and neck 
between them so they all point down. 
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26DO F10ures 

SI. IICI'lIill'd 

~ Make a I Y2-inch bubble for 
the neck followed by two I Y2-inch 

bubbles. Lock twist the last two 
1 Y!-inch bubbles together at the 

base to make the front legs. 

~ Make two 3-inch bubbles, and 
lock twist them together at the base. 

~ Make a 3-inch bubble. Hold it 
next to the two made in Step 5. 
Roll the two 3-inch bubbles over the 

single 3-inch bubble until the single 
3-inch bubble passes through the 
middle of the two 3-inch bubbles 
to make the body. 

~ Make two 1 Y2-inch bubbles and 

lock twist them together at the base 
to make the back legs. Leave a small 

bubble of air at the base of the tail 
to hold the back legs in place. 
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~60 0 figu!~S 

S I. II rl'llill' [I 

.........:1 Use a second balloon to 
make a Tulip . 

....,...q Tuck the end of the stem of the 
Tulip in the opposite end of the ·Tul ip, 

making a loop . 

.........:Eil Place this loop over the head 
of the 51. Bernard to represent a brandy 
(or root beer) keg and complete the 
51. Bemard. 
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Inflating in 
the Middle 
A NUMBER OF DETAILED FIGURES require a 
part of the balloon to remain lJllillflatcd at both ends. 
The trunk of the Elephant, tail of the Unicorn, and 
kickstand of the Motorcycle, arc all details made at the 
uninAated lip (knot) end of the balloon. 

~ Hold the length of balloon you 
wish to remain uninflated at the lip 
end in your loosely closed hand to 
prevent it from inflating. 

-nle knot can be tied at the end of 
the inflated portion of the balloon for 

some figures and at the lip end of the 

balloon for others. Instructions win 

tell YOli which is required. 
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Elephant 
THE ZOO ISN'T THE ONLY PLACE 
to find an Elephant. Present this one ___ -_ 
with lines like: 
Don't feed this Eleplumt peanuts. 
Ptuk your trunk, 
the Elephants have arrived. 
Don't forget your ElephallI. 

........:I lnAate a 260Q so that 
3 inches remain uninflated at the 
lip end and 4 inches remain uninflated 
at the opposite end. Tie the knot 
at the lip end of the balloon for the 
head. Make a I-inch bubble at the 
end of the inflated portion of the 
balloon at the lip (knot) end . 

.........:J ivlake a I Y2-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends together for one ear. 
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2600 fig ures 

[ 11'1111;1111 

~ Repeat Step 2 to make the 
second ear. Position the ears side by 
side at the top of the head with the 
loops forward. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for 
the neck followed by two 1 Yl-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the 1 Yl-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
the front legs. 

~ Make a 2-inch bubble for 
the body followed by two I Yl-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the 1 Yl-inch 

bubbles together at the base to make 
the back legs. Le<lve a s111al1 bubble 
of air at the base of the tail to hold 
the back legs in place and complete 

the Elephant. 
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Unicorn 
THIS MYSTICAL 
FIGURE possesses 
special powers. 

.........:J InHate a 260Q so that I inch 
remains uninflatcd at th e lip end and 
8 inches remain uninflated at the 
opposite end. Tie th e knot at the end 
of the inflated portion of the balloon . 

........::J Make a ~-inch bubble next 
to the knot followed by two 1 Y:!-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the I ~-inch 

bubbles together at the base to make 

the back legs. "nw uninflated lip end 
of the balloon makes the tail 
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,SOU figures 

IInicnl'n 

~ Make a I Yz-inch bubble for 
the body fo llowed by two I Yz-inch 
bubbles. Lock twist the last two 
1 Yz-inch bubbles together at the 
base to make the front legs. 

~ Make six Yz-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the fi~"t and last Yz-inch 
bubbles together at the base to make 
a six-bubble loop. 

~ Make a I Yz-inch bubble for the 
neck followed by two Yz-inch bubbles. 
Lock twist the Yz-inch bubbles together 
at the base for the ears. 

~ Stretch the six-bubble loop 
over the ears, wedging the ears 
between the third and fourth Yz-inch 
bubbles of the six-bubble loop. 
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2600 flQures 

1111 i ~1I1'1i 

~ Twist the inflated portion of the 
balloon that makes the head in half, 
and tie a knot around the end bubble 
with the uninflated tip of the balloon. 

~ Twist the end bubble in half 
to make the mouth . 

........:l Stretch the uninflated tip of the 
balloon under the bubble that makes 
the head and around the ears so it 
sticks out from the front of the ears 
to complete the Unicom. 

TIP: By leavilzg more of the balloon 
ullillflared, and using/our bubbles 
illStead of two bl/bbles for the legs. 
you aHi add hooves. 
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Motorcycle with a 
"ic~stand 
HERE'S A DEFINITE 
SHOW-STOPPER 
that will get 
C\'CryOIlC excited 
about balloons. 
People won't 
believe YOli can 
make a rVlotorcycic until 
they sec it with their own eyes. 

~ Inflate a 260Q so that 3 inches 
remain un inflated at the lip end and 
6 inches remain uninflated at the 
opposite end. Tie a knot at the lip 
end. Make a ~-inch bubble at the 
beginning of the inflated portion of 
the balloon at the lip (knot) end 
followed by a I !1-inch loop. Lock 
twist the ends of the loop together. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and tllck the pinch twist in 
the center of the [Y2-inch loop to 
make the back wheel. 
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2600 fj~ures 

111I11I1'~ l CI~ willi ~ KickslilliU 

~ Make a I-inch loop and lock 
twist the ends together. Position the 
loop at the top of the back wheel for 
the seat back with the uninAated lip 
end of the balloon on the left side 
of the rear wheel. 

........a Make a I ~-inch bubble for 
the frame followed by a I-inch bubble. 
Pinch twist th e I-inch hubble, and 
position it at the end of the frame 
for the motor. 

~ Make a I-inch bubble for 
the upright followed by a five-bubble 
pinch-and-pop series for the 
handlebars with the following 
bubbles: )t4-inch, ~-inch, ~-inch, 

~-inch , and )t4- inch. Lock twisllhe 
)t4-inch bubbles together at the base . 

.........:l Make a I-inch bubble. Pinch 
twist it, and position it in front of th e 
handlebars to hold them in pbce. 
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" 2S00 figurrs 

" MIIIIII' cyclr willi ~ K i c k~I~lId 

" 
~ Make a 2-inch bubble for the " 
fronl forks followed by a I Y:!-inch " loop. l.ock twist the ends of the loop 

" together. Tuck the remaining inflated 
" portion of the balloon in the center 

of the I Yz-inch loop to make the " 
front wheel. " 

" 
" 

~ Pinch twist the first and third " 
Yz-inch bubbles of the handlebar " 
assembly, twisting each of them several 

" times to secure. Pop the second Yz-inch 
bubble to separate the handlebars and 

,.. 
complete the Motorcycle. " 

" 
" 
" 
'1 

" 
r-

,.. 
" 
" 
" 
" ,.. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
r 
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MARVIN L HARDY bas been delighting audiences 
around the world with his magic and balloon figures 
for more than 15 years. Considered the world 's leading 

authority on balloon figure tying, his 
repertoire of balloon figures is virtually 
unlimited, including scores of fami liar 
animals, celebrity rnricatures, and 
phenomenally intricate one-balloon 
creations that astonish even fellow 
balloon artists. 

Hardy eage.rly share; his skills \\~th 
othe.rs, including the handicapped and 
elderly, through workshops and seminars. 

B.'llloon Magi , he believes, is an art foml that's as 
entertaining to watch as it is to create. 

At home before groups of any size, Hardy is noted 
both for his outstanding showmanship and the instant 
rapport he develops \\;th those he entertains. He trowels 
extensively around the world, promoting ;lnd pcrfomling 
magic and balloon art. 151 
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